
COLOGNE NEW YEAR’S EVE GUIDE 

 

On the 31st of december the end of the year is celebrated and the new one is welcomed.  

In Germany this event is called „SILVESTER”.  

For all those who are celebrating Silvester in Köln for the first time, we* created this little guide to 

explain some local features. We are not claiming any completeness. This is just our own perspective 

on Silvester and we want to share some information, experiences and ideas   

SHARE YOUR TIPPS ON FACEBOOK  

Join our facebook page Silvester in Köln (https://www.facebook.com/cologne4all/) to find related 

links and information on events, news, ideas, parties, safety tips and interesting places etc..  

You are invited to share your own links and information, too! 

CELEBRATIONS 

There are a lot of parties and events on Silvester. People are celebrating Silvester very differently: 

some stay home and have dinner together, some go out partying, some do a combination of both, 

and some don’t celebrate it at all. But at midnight (0:00) nearly everybody will be out in the streets 

and watch the fireworks (Feuerwerk), ignite fireworks themselves, wish each other a happy new year 

and toast to it with a drink. 

A lot of people got to the riverside of the Rhein to watch the big, official firework.  

Another special event is happening around the Kölner Dom this year: from 5 p.m  to midnight a light 

show will be presented. There will also be a firework happening on the huge stairs at the Deutzer 

Rheinboulevard.  

www.koeln.de/koeln/silvester-2016-wird-zum-licht-traum-raum-am-koelner-dom_1035914.html 

Beside the official firework there will be a lot of individual fireworks in the streets as well. The 

residents of the streets will gather together on the streets and ignite fireworks while clinking glasses 

and wishing each other a happy new year.  

Cologne has many local „Willkommensinitiativen“ for refugees. On each of their websites you can 

look, if they have a Silvester event going on.  

You can find a list of the initiatives here: www.wiku-koeln.de/mitwirkende/initiativen/  

SILVESTER GREETINGS 

Before and after the turn of the year you wish each other good luck and best wishes by saying some 

of the following phrases: “Guten Rutsch!” and “Feier schön!” is what you say before midnight, 

“Frohes Neues!” or “Frohes neues Jahr!” are examples of what you say afterwards. If you have a glas 

of sparkling wine to toast, you can say “Prosit Neujahr!” while you shake hands, kiss on the cheeks 

and hug each other. There are different ways to wish the other person a happy new year, and don’t 

be surprised if you will receive friendly hugs – even by strangers. Silvester is a cheerful celebration.  
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CROWDED AREAS 

If you don’t like big crowds, we recommend you to avoid those areas:  

Dom / Central Station (Hauptbahnhof) / Altstadt / Zülpicher Platz / Zülpicher Straße / “die Ringe” (the 

ring road from Hansaring to Babarossaplatz). Also the Rhein bridges will be either crowded or closed.  

FIREWORKS 

The fireworks will reach its peak on midnight, but even in the hours before you will hear the noise of 

the explosions. Around midnight the fireworks will cause a lot of noise and smoke in the streets. You 

want to light up fireworks yourself? Here is manual how to handle fireworks correctly:  

www.polizei-beratung.de/medienangebot/medienangebot-details/detail/225.html  

If something goes wrong: you can reach the fire fighters on “112”. (EMERGENCY NUMBER OF THE 

FIRE-DEPARTMENT) 

SAFETY 

The police asks everybody to be alert of danger and crimes and to inform the local police officers or 

call “110”. (EMERGENCY NUMBER OF THE POLICE) 

For questions concerning Silvester the police offer an information hotline: 0221 – 229 77 77. The 

hotline is available from 27th to the 30th of December from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and also on the 31st from 

2 p.m. to 4 a.m. on the 1st of January.  

More information: www.polizei.nrw.de/koeln/artikel__15010.html 

Due to the numerous assaults last year, safety is an outstanding concern of the Stadt Köln and the 

police. That is the reason for the blocking of some streets, squares (the stairs in Deutz) and bridges 

(i.e. Hohenzollernbrücke and the Severinsbrücke).  

More information:  

http://www.stadt-koeln.de/leben-in-koeln/verkehr/verkehrssicherheit/silvester-feiern-auf-den-

rheinbruecken 

Here you find the information about the security concept of Stadt Köln:  

www.stadt-koeln.de/politik-und-verwaltung/presse/new-years-eve-cologne-1 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

Please be aware that the public transport timing for the new year eve is mentioned in the holiday 

(Feiertag) section of time table in every bus and U-Bahn station board, for more information you can 

check the KVB Website www.kvb-koeln.de/silvester or any nearby KVB shop as well. 

OPENING HOURS  

Be aware that on the 31st and the 1st shops and supermarkets have different opening hours.  

A lot of shops close at 2 p.m already!  

 

* Who is behind “Cologne New Year’s Eve Guide”? 

Hussein Dirani had the idea. As a former participant of the „WelcomeWalk“ (www.koeln-freiwillig.de/welcomewalk) he 

wants to inform the other WelcomeWalk participants about what to do on Silvester. 

 Sina, a WelcomeWalk-volunteer, liked the idea and supported Hussein with translating.  

The Kölner Freiwilligen Agentur (www.koeln-freiwillig.de) is supporting this project.   
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